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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of 
the  Truro  Rural  District  during  1952, 

The  general  health  of  the  population  during  the  year  was 
good.  The  death  rate  at  9.9  per  thousand  of  population  was  the 
lowest  on  record.  Analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  shows  clearly 
that  by  far  the  most  frequent  cause  of  death  was  old  age,  which  is 
as  it  should  be. 

The  only  epidemic  was  of  measles.  This  began  in  October 
and  continued  well  into  1953.  A  feature  of  the  epidemic  was  the 
proportion  of  cases  over  10  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  children  unprotected  against  diphtheria  has 
risen  to  such  an  extent  that  epidemic  diphtheria  in  the  District  is 
now  a  very  real  danger.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  parents  can  be 
persuaded  to  carry  out  their  duty  to  their  children  without  the 
stimulus  of  an  epidemic  of  this  dreadful  disease.  Many  parents 
nowadays  excuse  their  laziness  and  indifference  on  the  ground  that 
there  is  some  danger  of  poliomyelitis  attached  to  immunisation. 
When  poliomyelitis  is  epidemic  in  a  district  the  odds  against  immu¬ 
nisation  being  followed  by  poliomyelitis  are  not  less  than  1  in  2,000 
and  to  guard  against  this  faint  risk  all  immunisations  are  stopped 
at  such  times.  When  tliere  is  no  epidemic  there  is  no  danger  of 
poliomyelitis. 

Attention  is  invited  to  Mr.  Bennett’s  report  and  especially 
his  introductory  letter.  Great  progress  has  been  and  is  being  made 
in  environmental  sanitation  in  this  District  but  every  advance  adds 
a  little  to  the  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  this  process 
cannot  be  carried  on  indefinitely. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
consideration  I  have  received  from  the  whole  Council  and  especially 
from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee.  I  must 
also  thank  Mr.  Bennett  and  his  staff  for  their  ready  cooperation  at 
all  times. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
Your  obedient  servant, 

V.  E.  WHITMAN 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TRURO  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


STATISTiCS  &  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area,  acres 
Parishes 

Population,  mid  1952 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 
Product  of  penny  rate 
Number  of  houses  built  since  1945 
Number  of  houses  under  construction 
Number  of  families  accommodated  in 
converted  buidings 

Cameron  Estate 
Trevellas  Estate 

Number  of  families  accommodated  in 
requisitioned  premises 
Number  of  families  on  housing  list 
Number  of  applications  for  rehousing 


108,316 

24 

26,840 

10,050 

£90,111 

£i>n 

415 

124 


69 

14 

91 

702 

120 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males  170  Females  185 

Registrar  General’s  rXrea  comparability  Factor 
Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  Truro  Rural  District 
Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Wales 


Total  355 
1.10 
14.5 
15.3 


Still  Births 

Males  3  Females  1  Total  4 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births,  Truro  Rural  District  11.1 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births,  England  and  Wales  22.6 

Deaths 


Males  167  Females  181  Total  348 

Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability  Factor  0.76 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population,  Truro  Rural  District  9.9 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Whales  11.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

Males  7  Females  4  Total  11 

Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  live  births. 


Truro  Rural  District  31.0 
England  and  Wales  27.6 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  Other 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyeliiis 
Measles 

Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  Malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaernia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  ner\  ous  s\  stem 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  &  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformation 
Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operatioirs  of  war 


1951  1952 

5  7 

1  3 

—  1 


1 

2 

12 

8 

6 

2 

42 

2 

3 

44 

36 

13 

96 

15 

9 

18 

18 

6 

2 

3 
8 

2 

51 

2 

4 
2 
1 


5 

4 

7 
2 

31 

2 

5 

62 

48 

8 

62 

11 

12 

10 

1 

4 

1 

8 

4 

1 

41 

5 
9 
4 


414  348 
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DEATHS 

SN  AGE 

GROUPS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year 

7 

4 

11 

1  —  4  years 

5 

1 

6 

5-14  „ 

2 

— 

2 

15—24  „ 

- — - 

2 

2 

25—44  „ 

7 

9 

16 

45—64  „ 

38 

27 

65 

65—74  „ 

49 

50 

99 

Over  75  ,, 

59 

88 

147 

167 

181 

348 

70.7%  of  all  deaths  were  over  the  age  of  65  years. 

42.2%  were  over  the  age  of  75  years. 

The  vital  statistics  are,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  The 
death  rate  for  the  District  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  1  he  infant 
mortality  rate  at  31  per  1,000  live  births  is  a  little  higher  than  that 
for  the  whole  country.  The  figure  should  however  be  very  much 
lower.  Of  the  eleven  infant  deaths  5  were  attributable  to  maternal 
toxaemia  which  also  accounted  for  3  of  the  4  still  births.  This  con¬ 
dition  has  recently  received  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  it  is  now 
considered  that  the  majority  of  such  cases  could  and  should  be  det¬ 
ected  in  the  early  stages  when  remedial  measures  are  very  likely  to 
be  successful  in  saving  the  life  of  the  child.  One  death  from  gastro 
enteritis  and  two  from  pneumonia  were  largely  due  to  environmental 
conditions  and  need  not  have  occurred. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF 

THE 

HEALTH  SERVICE 

1952 

Clinics 

Sessions 

Attendanoes 

St.  Agnes,  Churchtown 

23 

402 

St.  Agnes,  Cameron  Est. 

3 

48 

Perranporth 

22 

336 

Grampound  Road 

23 

428 

Perranwell  Station 

24 

335 

Chacewater 

4 

20 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  new  clinics  were  established 
on  a  temporary  basis  at  the  Cameron  Estate  and  Chacewater-  The 
former  showed  immediately  that  it  met  a  very  real  need,  the  latter 
was  not  so  promising. 
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(2)  Ambulance  Service 

49  cases  were  attended  by  ihe  St.  Agnes  Country  Centre 
Ambulance  during  the  year-  The  majority  of  the  work  in  the 
district  is  done  by  ambulances  and  utilecons  based  on  Tiuro, 
Falmouth  and  Redruth. 

(3)  Home  Help  Service 

6  maternity  and  27  other  cases  were  given  help  in  their 
own  homes  during  the  year. 

(4)  After-Care 

Grants  of  free  extra  nourishment  were  made  to  18  sufferers 
from  Tuberculosis  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician. 

(5)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Truro  examined  and 
reported  on  83  samples  of  ice  cream  and  67  samples  of  water  during 
the  year. 

(6)  Nursing  Service 

Miss  Margaret  Gray,  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer, 
reports  ‘  Now  that  the  peak  number  of  children  born  at  the  end 
of  the  war  are  in  school  the  Health  Visitors  have  been  able  to  give 
more  time  to  visiting  the  aged  in  their  homes.  It  is  important  both  on 
the  grounds  of  humanity  and  economics  to  keep  these  people  in  their 
homes  as  long  as  possible.  A  little  help  from  time  to  time  can  stave 
off  senile  deterioration  which  all  too  often  ends  in  mental  breakdown. 
It  is  suggested  that  this  presents  a  fruitful  field  for  voluntary  activ¬ 
ities.  The  British  Red  Cross  and  W.V.S.  Societies  are  very  helpful 
in  this  work  but  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  other  workers  both 
organised  and  individually. 

All  the  regular  midwifery  staff  in  the  Truro  Rural  District 
have  the  Gas  and  Air  certificates  and  all  patients  passed  as  fit 
subjects  by  their  doctors  have  the  opportunity  of  this  relief.” 


General  nursing  cases 

965 

General  nursing  visits 

16,445 

Midwifery  cases 

161 

Midwifery  visits 

2,846 

Ante  natal  visits 

1,089 

General  health  visits 

6,954 

Old  Persons  visits 

3,585 
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(7)  Problem  families 

In  1950  in  a  joint  circular  the  Home  Office  and  the 
Ministries  of  Health  and  Education  gave  consideration  to  “what 
more  might  be  done  to  prevent  the  neglect  or  ill-treatment  of  children 
in  their  own  homes.” 

As  a  result  of  the  circular,  committees  were  set  up  in  each 
Health  Area  in  Cornwall.  In  this  Area  it  consisted  of  local  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Children’s  Department,  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  the  Social 
and  Moral  Welfare  Association,  the  Education  Department,  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society,  the  National  Assistance  Board,  the 
Falmouth  and  Truro  Councils  of  Churches,  the  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  and  myself. 

Five  meetings  were  held  in  1952  but  it  was  soon  apparent 
that  though  between  us  we  were  aware  of  many  problems  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  power  only  to  discuss  and  discussion  led  nowhere.  We 
were  all  agreed  that  actual  cases  of  wilful  neglect  and/or  persistent 
cruelty  were  uncommon  but  that  there  was  a  number  of  borderline 
cases  for  whom  something  could  be  done  if  we  had  power  to  re-house 
and  help  financially.  In  other  cases  courses  of  rehabilitation  would 
almost  certainly  help  but  here  again  we  were  powerless.  Not 
unnaturally  the  discovery  of  our  ineffectiveness  led  to  evaporation 
of  enthusiasm  and  attendance  at  the  meetings  fell  away. 

The  problems  remain  however  and  efforts  to  help  the 
families  concerned  give  my  staff  a  great  deal  of  work.  The  voluntary 
organisations  named  are  always  willing  to  cooperate  and  we  never 
hesitate  to  call  on  them.  Though  our  gains  are  a  little  better  than 
microscopic  I  feel  quite  certain  that  under  existing  circumstances 
the  committee  could  have  done  no  more. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECIiOyS  DISEASES 


Age 

Group 


Scarlet 
F  ever 


Whooping  Acute 
Cough  Poliomyelitis 


Measles 


Diphtheria 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

■ - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

1-2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

15 

10 

— 

— 

3-4 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15 

21 

1 

— 

5-9 

6 

4 

— 

1 

1 

- — 

96 

99 

— 

— 

10-14 

— 

2 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

20 

22 

— 

— 

15-24 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

4 

— 

— 

25  + 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

10 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

157 

164 

1 

— 

Totals  19  2  2  321  1 
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Age  Group 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Acute  I 

neumonia 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

—5 

— 

- - 

— 

5 

3 

5—14 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

15—44 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

45—64 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

65  + 

— 

1 

— 

4 

9 

Totals 

— 

1 

1 

15 

18 

1 

1 

33 

The  two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  cousins.  x\s  there  was  no 
recent  contact  it  seems  as  if  some  healthy  earlier  infected  them 
both.  There  was  paralysis  in  both  cases,  severe  in  the  older  child, 
mild  in  the  younger.  Neither  case  was  fatal  arid  in  both  there  is  a 
fair  degree  of  recovery  of  muscular  activity. 

Diphtheria 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year  in  a  child 
aged  2  years  which  had  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation  15 
months  earlier.  There  had  been  scarlet  fever  in  the  house  and  the 
child’s  case  history  suggested  a  streptococcal  infection  of  this  sort 
but  in  the  face  of  all  this  a  diagnosis  of  ‘  nasal  diphtheria  ”  was 
made  on  the  strength  of  a  laboratory  report  of  a  scanty  growth  of 
C.  diphtheria  rnitis  which  failed  to  kill  a  guinea  pig  in  4  days  ! 

304  children  under  5  years  and  45  over  5  were  immunised 
against  the  disease  during  the  year  and  429  booster  doses  were 
given. 

It  is  estimated  that  on  31st  December,  1952,  there  were 
1,422  children  in  the  Rural  District  between  tlie  ages  of  1  and  5 
years.  Of  these  808  or  56.8%  had  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria.  4  his  figure  is  much  too  low. 

Smallpox 

No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

41  of  the  355  children  born  during  the  year  were  vaccinated. 
A  Iso  vaccinated  for  the  first  time  weie  142  children  between  the 
ages  of  1  and  15  years  and  26  older  perseais.  127  persons  were 
re-vaccinated. 
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Tuberculosis 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

0  + 

1—  4 

5—14 

M 

1  F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—44 

9 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— — 

— 

45—54 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

55—64 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

65  + 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

13 

4 

_ 

1 

5 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 


•  •  • 

aagHMM 


17 
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The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  137  respiratory  and  29  non-respiratory.  This 
represents  an  incidence  of  6.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  which  is 
also  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  the  county. 


B.C.G.  Vaccinations 

At  the  end  of  1952,  50  children,  all  contacts  with  cases  of 
Tuberculosis,  had  been  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Truro  Rural  District  Council 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Of  all  the  things  that  have  happened  in  the  year  1952  in  the 
Rural  District  of  Truro,  one  of  the  most  heartening  must  be  the 
steady  progress  made  towards  a  piped  water  supply  throughout  the 
District.  With  the  completion  of  the  Chacewater  scheme,  to  start 
next  year,  lack  of  adequate  and  wholesome  water  will  no  longer  be 
the  problem  it  now  is  to  so  many  people.  Rather  the  question  will 
be  how  to  get  rid  of  so  much  water,  after  use,  without  causing  in 
the  process  a  nuisance. 

I  hope  the  Council  will  decide  to  pursue  a  vigorous  policy  of 
sewerage  schemes  for  as  many  villages  as  possible,  even  though 
National  interests  may  enforce  delay  in  executing  some  of  them. 
Piped  water  leads  to  a  natural  desire  by  householders  for  bathrooms, 
and  water  closets,  and  if  these  laudable  aims  are  to  be  encouraged 
(as  they  should  be)  the  provision  of  sewers  will  be  a  matter  (d  great 
imi)ortance  if  not  sheer  necessity. 

This  has  been  a  year  of  fieavy  work  for  your  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  It  is  assuredly  no  light  task  coping  with  our  many  routine 
duties,  complaints,  applications  for  a  hundred-and-one  different 
things,  and  requests  for  advice  on  almost  anything  from  constructing 
a  cesspool  to  fixing  a  television  aerial.  Bearing  in  mind  the  size  and 
population  of  this  District  there  is  no  doubt  that  an  additional 
“Additional  Sanitary  Inspector”  is  desirable  if  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  to  work  really  efficiently  and  be  able  to  extend  its 
influence  in  the  proper  directions. 

Meantime  Mr.  Burley,  as  usual,  ably  bears  his  share  of  respon¬ 
sibility,  and  I  would  hke  also  to  record  my  thanks  to  my  office  Staff, 
and  particularly  to  the  Chief  Clerk,  Mr.  Wasley,  whose  quiet 
efficiency  counts  for  so  very  much. 

I  acknowledge  with  thanks  statistics  and  progress  reports 
kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the  Consulting  Engineer,  Mr.  G.  Osmand, 
and  by  Mr.  W.  C.  J.  Truscott,  Maintenance  Engineer,  for  inclusion 
in  the  section  on  Water  Supplies. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  BENNETT. 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


for  year  ending  31st  December,  1952. 

SANITARY  GIRGUI^STANOES  OF  THi  AREA 
1.  Water  Supply 
(a)  Main  Supplies 

The  end  of  1952  brought  nearer  to  completion  the  laying  of 
the  mains  in  the  Ladock  and  South  East  Scheme.  The  pumping 
station  at  Ladock  came  into  operation  on  the  28th  March,  and  a 
chlorinated,  but  not  yet  filtered,  supply  of  water  became  available. 

Some  of  the  first  houses  connected  to  this  supply  were  the 
Council’s  houses  at  Ladock,  Portscatho,  Probus,  St.  Just  and 
Treworthal,  while  during  the  dry  period  of  the  summer  the  pumping 
of  1,810,000  gallons  prevented  the  shortage  in  the  St.  Mawes  area 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  likely. 

The  reservoirs  for  this  scheme  are  being  constructed  of 
prefabricated  prestressed  concrete,  and  the  work  of  site  construction 
and  erection  will  take  place  in  1953. 

St.  Mawes,  Mitchell,  and  the  parishes  of  Perranzabuloe  and 
St.  Agnes  are  supplied  by  the  Council’s  own  works,  the  water  in 
each  case  being  chlorinated  before  its  distribution  through  the 
mains.  The  St.  Mawes  supply  is  now  augmented  from  Ladock, 
as  stated  above. 

Cubert  and  Holywell  are  supplied  from  Perranzabuloe,  the 
necessary  mains  extensions  having  been  completed  last  year. 

In  Peiranzabuloe,  a  new  main  was  laid  connecting  Silverwefi 
reservoir  direct  to  the  Factory  reservoir  in  Perranporth.  This  is  the 
first  portion  of  a  new  mains  programme  intended  to  augment  the 
Perranporth  supply  at  the  higher  levels.  In  June  a  booster  was 
installed  to  improve  the  supply  at  St.  George’s  Hill,  and  this 
appears  to  have  been  of  considerable  help  in  alleviating  the  shortage 
which  has  occurred  in  this  area  so  often. 

In  Mylor  parish,  which  includes  the  villages  of  Mylor  Bridge 
and  Flushing,  the  mains  were  taken  over  by  F'almouth  Corporation 
on  1st  April,  and  they  are  now  the  water  undertakers  for  this  parish. 

The  villages  of  Newlyn  East  and  Tresillian  have  piped  supplies 
but  the  water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  Newquay  Water  Company 
and  Truro  Water  Company  respectively. 
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(b)  Other  Sources 

Apart  from  a  few  villages  with  small  untreated  pipes  supplies, 
the  remainder  of  the  Rural  District  depends  upon  springs,  wells, 
and  rainwater  storage  tanks,  many  of  which  are  unsatisfactory  in 
quality  and  yield. 

(c)  Quality  and  Sufficiency 

Monthly  samples  are  taken  from  the  Council’s  chlorinated 
supplies  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  the  Analyst’s  reports  show 
that  these  waters  maintain  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 

Samples  are  also  taken  periodically  from  various  other  supplies 
throughout  the  District,  and  a  number  of  parish  wells  have  been 
cleaned  out.  Warning  Notices  have  been  fixed  where  analysis 
shows  the  water  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  without  treatment. 

New  pressure  filters  at  Treamble  were  completed  during  the 
year  and  the  quality  of  Perranzabuloe  water,  always  good 
bacteriologically,  was  thereby  still  further  improved. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Council  have  found  it  necessary  to 
carry  water  to  a  number  of  communities  where  the  normal  supply 
from  wells  or  tanks  has  failed  in  dry  periods.  The  old  mining  areas 
around  Chacewater  as  usual  suffered  most,  and  four  large  tanks 
were  again  placed  at  strategic  points  and  refilled  as  required  from 
a  lorry  hired  for  the  purpose. 

The  County  Fire  Service  have  also  helped  a  number  of 
individuals  whose  private  source  of  supply  had  temporarily  failed. 

(d)  Schemes  in  hand 

Chacewater  and  South  West  District  Scheme 

A  contract  was  let  for  the  construction  of  about  38  miles  of 
mains  to  supply  the  parishes  of  Chacewater,  Kea,  Feock,  Gwennap, 
Perranarworthal  and  Kenwyn  with  a  piped  water  supply  from  the 
Wheal  Daniell  shaft  at  Chacewater.  Work  will  begin  early  in 
1953. 

(e)  New  Connections  and  Maintenance  Work 

During  the  year  under  review,  new  tappings  and  renewals  of 
defective  communication  pipes  have  been  carried  out  by,  or  under 
the  supervision  of,  the  Council’s  Water  Engineers  as  follows  : — 
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PARISH 

New  tappings  and 
communication  pipes 

Defective  commun¬ 
ication  pipes 
renewed 

Perranzabuloe 

48 

20 

St.  Agnes 

31 

11 

Newlyn  East 

50 

— 

Gilbert 

23 

— 

Mylor 

7 

— 

St.  Just-in- Roseland 
(St.  Mawes) 

7 

5 

St.  Just 

16 

— 

Probus 

13 

— 

St.  Clements 

(Tresillian) 

14 

Other  Parishes 

10 

— 

Total 

219 

36 

The  approximate  number  of  dwellinghouses  and  population 
provided  with  a  supply  from  local  authority  undertakings  is  as 
follows  : — 


Direct  to  Houses 

By  means  of  Standpipe 

Parish 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Plouses 

No. 
of  the 
Population 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses 

No. 
of  the 
Population 

St.  Agnes 

1,220 

3,721 

179 

477 

St.  Clements 

(Tresillian) 

39 

148 

— 

— 

Cubert 

93 

330 

— 

— 

St.  Just-in-Roseland 
ISt.  Mawes) 

371 

1,189 

6 

20 

(St.  Just) 

16 

56 

— 

— 

Kea 

79 

294 

— 

— 

Kenwyn 

24 

96 

— 

— 

Mylor 

276 

860 

— 

Newlyn  East 

232 

817 

— 

— 

Perranzabuloe 

913 

2,772 

35 

120 

Probus 

13 

44 

— 

— 
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2.  Sewerage 

No  new  schemes  or  important  additions  were  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulling  Engineer 
for  sewerage  schemes  as  follows  :  — 

Flushing  For  the  laying  of  a  new  sewerage  system  to  replace  the 
existing  one.  A  tide  controlled  outfall  sewer  will  take  the  place  of 
the  five  separate  points  of  discharge  which  is  one  of  the 
unsatisfactory  features  of  the  present  system. 

Tresillian  A  scheme  to  sewer  the  new  Council  housing  estate  and 
a  part  of  the  village. 

Coonhavern  The  proposals  submitled  are  for  the  sewering  of  the 
western  half  of  the  village. 

Blackwator  A  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  sewer  this  village. 

3.  Sewerage  Works 

Part-time  employees  continue  to  give  attention  to  the  Works 
at  Mount  Hawke  and  Grampound  Road.  All  other  public 
sewerage  systems  are  confined  to  coastal  areas,  and  they  gravitate 
to  sea  outfalls  with  the  exception  of  Perranporth  wheie  [wimping 
is  necessary. 

4.  Public  Conveniences 

The  new  Convenience  at  St.  Agnes,  work  on  which  was  started 
last  year,  was  completed  during  the  vear  under  review.  The  old 
building  overlooking  the  beach,  which  it  replaces,  was  converted 
into  a  shelter  at  very  little  cost. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  a  Public  Convenience  at  Holywell 
Bay,  and  it  is  hoped  that  building  will  commence  next  year. 

At  Flushing  the  conversion  of  an  existing  building  into  a 
Public  Convenience  was  completed  toward  the  end  of  the  year. 
Its  opening  was  delayed  for  several  weeks  because  of  the  difficulty 
in  getting  anyone  to  act  as  a  caretaker. 

5.  Cesspool  Empts/ing 

During  the  year  458  cesspools  were  emptied,  again  an  increase 
on  the  previous  twelve  months.  The  pits  at  the  Chacewater 
Slaughterhouse  were  emptied  for  the  Ministry  of  Food  on 
58  occasions. 

About  half  the  cost  of  this  service  is  recovered  by  the  charges 
made. 
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6.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Council’s  fleet  of  collection  vehicles  now  numbers  four, 
two  10  cubic  yard  Dennis  side  loaders,  and  two  7  cubx  yard 
Karrier  Bantams.  One  Bantam  works  two  days  a  week  only,  the 
men  operating  the  cesspool  emptier  the  remainder  of  the  time. 

In  an  effort  to  secure  greater  efficiency  your  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  spent  three  weeks  travelling  with  the  vehicles 
on  their  respectix'e  rounds,  recording  the  routes  on  a  map,  the 
number  of  bins  emptied,  and  other  information.  The  knowledge 
gained  in  this  laborious  but  tmly  satisfactory  fashion  proved 
invaluable. 

Another  innovation  was  the  installation  of  a  time  recorder  in 
the  cab  of  each  vehicle. 

Approximately  18,130  cubic  yards  of  refuse  were  collected  and 
disposed  of  on  the  five  tips  in  use.  Controlled  tipping  is  the  method 
of  disposal  carried  out — at  one  or  two  tips  a  little  less  successfully 
than  the  others,  due  mainly  to  the  peculiarities  of  the  site,  or  of  the 
available  part-time  labour.  At  Grampound  Road  a  road  has  been 
cut  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  deep  quarry  used  for  ti[)ping,  so  that 
it  may  be  gradually  filled  in  from  the  bottom. 

Where  necessary  a  tip  dressing  has  been  applied  to  control  tlie 
breeding  of  flies,  and  all  tips  leceive  treatment  for  the  destruction 
of  rats  at  regular  intervals. 

7.  Salvage 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  collection  and  baling  of  waste 
jiaper  was  quite  a  profitab  e  business.  Unfortunately,  the  price 
offered  by  the  merchants  fell  rapidly,  and  for  the  last  six  months 
was  so  low  as  to  make  the  scheme  hatdly  worth  bothering  about. 
It  became  difficult  to  sell,  and  the  question  of  whether  or  not  to  go 
on  with  the  collections  is  one  for  early  consideration. 

The  quantity  sold  was  SlJ  tons,  and  cash  received  amounted 
to  ;^280. 

8.  Rat  Deutruotion 

One  whole-time  operator  is  employed  with  an  8  h.p.  van. 

Systematic  surveys  have  continued  through  the  year,  and 
where  necessary  treatments  carried  out  by  methods  approved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  sewerage  systems  receive  regular 
attention.  No  charge  is  made  for  treatments  at  private  houses. 
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'I'otal  premises  inspected  by  the  Operator 

2,814 

Private  premises  treated 

656 

Business  premises  treated 

33 

Rural  District  Council  premises  treated 

26 

Most  infestations  were  of  a  minor  character.  Farm  treatments 
continue  to  be  can  iecl  out  by  staff  of  the  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  with  whom  co-operation  is  maintained. 

9.  Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  in  the  District. 

10.  Miscellaneous  Inspections  carried  out  during  the  year 


Water  Supplies  ...  ...  43 

Water  Samples  taken  for  Analysis  ...  67 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ..  19 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  8 

Premises  Fumigated  ...  ...  8 

Rooms  Fumigated  (not  complete  houses)  19 

Lengths  of  Drain  tested  ...  ...  274 

Lengths  of  Drain  re-tested  ...  74 

Sewers  and  Drains  inspected  ...  106 

Cesspools  ..  ...  ..  72 

Sewerage  Works  ...  ...  4 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  21 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  60 

Building  Byelaws  ...  ..  161 

Premises  inspected  under  Public  Health 

Act  (other  than  for  housing  defects)  81 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ..  ...  14 

Inspections  of  Council  Houses  ...  357 

Unclassified  Visits  ...  .  ..  238 
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Life  Saving 

The  Council  this  year  gave  special  consideration  to  the  niatter 
of  life  saving,  particularly  on  the  north  coast  beaches. 

A  system  is  now  in  being  whereby,  throughout  the  summer,  all 
lifebuoys  in  the  Rural  District  are  inspected  at  least  fortnightly  by 
local  men  appointed  for  the  purpose.  After  each  inspection  a  brief 
report  is  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

On  the  North  coast,  where  the  need  is  greater,  all  lifebuoys 
were  fitted  with  new  ropes  on  rollers  and  placed  in  closed  boxes 
with  a  quick  release  lockrng  device,  specially  designed  to  be  fast 
and  foolproof. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

ice  Cream 

15  more  premises  were  inspected  and  subsequently  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  making  the  total  number  (  f  86  such 
premises  in  the  Rural  district  on  the  31st  December.  Of  these  the 
number  of  manufacturers  remains  at  four,  they  use  the  hot  mix 
process,  and  apart  from  a  few  in  Grade  2  all  of  their  samples  Vvere 
Grade  1.  Only  5  retailers  handle  ice  cream  in  bulk,  in  addition  to 
those  who  manufacture  their  own, 

83  samples  were  taken  and  the  Analyst’s  reports  on  the 
Methylene  Blue  tests  carried  out  on  them  show  them  to  be  graded 
as  follows  : — 


Grade  I  ...  ...  64 

Grade  II  ...  ..  15 

Grade  III  ...  ...  4 

Grade  IV  ...  .  0 


Other  Registrations  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

One  new  registraticn  was  approved  in  respect  of  premises 
wherein  sausages  were  to  be  manufactured.  There  are  now  II 
such  premises  registered. 

No  statutory  action  under  the  Council’s  Byelaws  or  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  was  taken  or  found  necessary. 

Condemned  Foods 

A  total  of  7Tlbs.  of  canned  meats  were  surrendered  and 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Also  96-lbs  of 
canned  fruit,  197-lbs.  hindquarter  of  beef,  and  small  quantities  of 
bacon,  cooked  ham,  canned  peas  and  beans,  cheese,  dehydrated 
coffee,  dates,  and  dried  figs. 
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Milk  Licenoed 

The  following  licences  were  issued  : — 

Dealers  licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  8 

Dealers  licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  4 

Dealers  Supplementary  licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  3 
Dealers  Supplementary  licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  2 

Meat  Inspection 

The  slaughterhouse  at  Chacewater  continues  to  be  used  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  for  supplying  meat  to  the  Truro  Rural  District 
and  to  Truro  City. 

All  carcases  and  offal  are  examined  by  a  qualified  Meat 
Inspector  employed  by  the  Council  for  this  work  alone.  Your 
Sanitary  Inspectors  carry  out  the  work  at  such  times  as  he  is 
absent  through  sickness  or  holida]>s. 

Two  new  Slaughterman's  licences  were  issued  and  35  licences 
renewed. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,297 

477 

5,920 

3,820 

450 

Number  inspected 

1,297 

477 

5,920 

3,820 

450 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

15 

21 

51 

27 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Not  Recorded 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

15 

24 

— 

— 

— 

All  diseases 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Cattle  ...  ...  over  709 

Sheep  ..  ...  over  696 

Pigs  ...  ...  over  125 
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HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  58 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  160 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ..  41 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year, 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  3 

(2)  N  umber  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ..  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..„  6 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ..  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 
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4.  Overcrowding 


No  statutory  action  was  taken,  but  the  Council  have  continued 
to  rehouse  overcrowded  families  when  circumstances  allow.  It  has 
not  been  possible  to  take  any  comprehensive  measures  of  a  general 
remedial  nature,  and  conditions  as  a  whole  remain  much  the  same. 


5.  Ndw  Housing 


hy  Local  Authority 

Total  Completed  in 

PARISH 

Completed 
in  1952. 

Started 
in  1952. 

Others  in 

post-war  period 

course  of 
erection. 

local 

authority 

By  private 
enterprise 

St.  Agnes 

— 

8 

— 

24 

4 

St.  Allen 

— 

- - 

— 

6 

2 

Chacewater 

— 

— 

6 

8 

— 

St.  Clements 

14 

14 

— 

4 

— 

(Ph  esillian) 

Cubert 

4 

4 

12 

3 

St.  Erme 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

Feock 

— 

— 

— 

22 

12 

Gerrans 

6 

— 

20 

3 

Gwennap 

6 

— 

— 

12 

• — 

St.  Just  in-Roseland 

7 

4 

1 

21 

11  . 

Kea 

■— 

— 

— 

14 

4 

Kenwyn 

— 

8 

— 

14 

8 

Ladock 

— 

■ — 

— 

16 

1 

Mylor 

8 

3 

— 

32 

4 

Newlyn  East 

10 

20 

— 

22 

2 

Perranarworthal 

6 

— 

— 

16 

2 

Perranzabuloe 

— 

16 

- - 

21 

24 

Philleigh 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Probus 

6 

■ — 

— 

26 

2 

Kuanlanihorne 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tregoney 

— 

8 

— 

16 

— 

Veryan 

6 

— 

— 

18 

1 

73 

89 

7 

328 

87 

Of  those  started  in  1952  the  houses  in  the  parishes  of  St. 
Clements,  Mylor,  Newlyn,  Gwennap  (Frogpool)  and  Perranzabuloe 
are  of  the  Cornish  Unit  type. 

Fifty-three  private  enterprise  bnildii  g  licences  were  issued 
in  1952. 
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6  (a)  Requisitioned  Houses 


The  maintenance  of  these  houses  is  work  which  still  takes  up 
considerable  time.  On  31st  December,  1952  there  were  80  houses 
under  requisition.  Twenty-toiu  were  released  to  their  ovMiers  in 
the  preceding  twelve  months. 

(b)  Converted  Buildings 

No  further  general  work  of  conversion  took  place  at  the 
Cameron  Estate,  St.  Agnes.  There  are  still  buildings  capable  of 
conversion  to  housing  purposes,  but  so  far  the  increased  cost  of 
these  proposals  has  been  an  insurmountable  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
necessary  approvals  for  the  scheme.  One  building  was  converted 
into  a  shop  with  living  accommodation. 

At  Trevellas,  also  in  the  parish  of  St.  Agnes,  conversion  work 
on  the  old  aerodrome  site  made  available  homes  for  a  further  three 
families.  There  are  now  fourteen  families  in  all  housed  on  this  site. 

Visits  and  inspections  in  connection  with  repairs  and 
maintenance  of  requisitioned  proj^erties  and  converted  buildings 
numbered  517  for  the  year. 

7.  Civil  Building  Licences 

Under  Defence  Regulation  56 A  the  following  licences  were 
issued  during  the  year  : — 


No. 

Value 

£ 

Conversion  of  Existing  Building 

into 

Dwellinghouses 

5 

2,925 

Additional  Accommotlation  ,. 

14 

5,918 

Repairs  and  Reconditioning  ... 

27 

8,622 

Total  46 

17,465 

40  inspections  weie  made  in  connection  with  licences, 

8.  Plans  of  New  Buildings 

During  the  year  257  plans  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings, 
or  the  conversion  of,  or  addition  to,  existing  ones,  were  submitted 
to  the  Council.  42  plans  for  new  drainage  work  were  also 
dealt  with. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


PREMISES 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  1,2, 3, 4,  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

30 

2 

2 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

29 

1 

1 

— 

(iii)Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out  -  workers' 
premises). 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

59 

3 

3 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Want  of 
cleanliness 
(S.l. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 
Convenien¬ 
ces — 

(a) 

insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b) 

unsuitable 
or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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